Publication Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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[bookmark: _Hlk223439238][bookmark: _Hlk213059876]AGENCY: Maine Commission on Public Defense Services
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-649 C.M.R. Ch. 301-B, Requirements for Payment of Paralegal and Secretarial Services 
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P066
[bookmark: _Hlk213059453]BRIEF SUMMARY: This Chapter establishes a method for Counsel to seek payment for Secretarial Services and Paralegal Services on assigned cases. 
PUBLIC HEARING: Tuesday, April 14, 2026 at 3:00PM in a hybrid format at Burton Cross Building, 111 Sewall Street, Room 500, Augusta, Maine and via Zoom.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Monday, April 27, 2026 at 5:00PM
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING 
Darcy 	Fisher
154 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04330
207-287-3263
darcy.fisher@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
[bookmark: _Hlk213059925]FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None. 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 4 MRS § 1804(2)(G)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different):
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  


AGENCY: Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife			
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 2, Rules Pertaining to Commercial Fishing, Fish Culture and Fishing Derbies and Tournaments
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P072
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (IFW) is proposing to amend Chapter 2 rules as they apply to fishing derbies and tournaments to improve IFW’s ability to ensure bass tournaments conduct aquatic invasive species and livewell inspections on all watercraft as intended, allowing additional opportunity for trained aquatic invasive species inspectors not associated with a bass club to conduct inspections if available and mutually agreed upon, and ensure that data is submitted legibly, and in a complete manner. Please contact the agency contact person for a complete copy of the rule proposal.
PUBLIC HEARING: April 7, 2026 @ 4:00pm – IFW, 353 Water St, Room 400, Augusta. An online option via Microsoft Teams will also be available. Please contact the agency contact person for log in information.
COMMENT DEADLINE: April 17, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Becky Orff
353 Water Street, 41 SHS, Augusta, ME  04333
207-287-5202
207-287-6395
Maine Relay 711
Becky.orff@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT:
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None anticipated
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 12 MRS Section 10104, 12504, 12505 
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED:
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  

[bookmark: _Hlk224203591]
AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Board of Licensing of Dietetic Practice
CHAPTER NUMBERS AND RULE TITLES:

02-344 C.M.R. Ch. 1, General Information
02-344 C.M.R. Ch. 2, Rules for Licensing of Dietetic Practice
02-344 C.M.R. Ch. 3, Complaints and Investigations 
02-344 C.M.R. Ch. 4, Code of Ethics

02-344 C.M.R. Ch. 10, Definitions
02-344 C.M.R. Ch. 11, Qualifications for Licensing of Dietetic Practice
02-344 C.M.R. Ch. 12, Advisory Rulings
02-344 C.M.R. Ch. 13, Code of Ethics
02-344 C.M.R. Ch. 14, Licensing Renewal and Continuing Education Requirements; Reinstatement

TYPES OF RULES: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBERS: 2026-P073 (Ch. 1), 2026-P074 (Ch. 2), 2026-P075 (Ch. 3), 2026-P076 (Ch. 4), 2026-P077 (Ch. 10), 2026-P078 (Ch. 11), 2026-P079 (Ch. 12), 2026-P080 (Ch. 13), 2026-P081 (Ch. 14)
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Board of Licensing of Dietetic Practice is proposing to repeal its current rules and adopt new rule chapters to update terms and definitions, clarify and update licensing and examination requirements, adopt a code of ethics and issue a new rule setting forth the requirements for continuing education and how a licensee can apply for inactive status.  Copies of the proposed rules and rulemaking forms can be found at .  The rulemaking will repeal Chapter 1: General Information, Chapter 2:  Rules for Licensing of Dietetic Practice, Chapter 3:  Complaints and Investigations, Chapter 4:  Code of Ethics.  The Board proposes to adopt Chapter 10:  Definitions, providing definitions for applicable terms contained in Board rules; Chapter 11:  Qualifications for Licensing of Dietetic Practice, setting forth the qualifications for the initial licensure of dietitians and dietetic technicians and establishes the requirements for issuance of a temporary license; Chapter 12:  Advisory Rulings, providing for discretionary issuance of advisory rulings by the board; Chapter 13:  Code of Ethics, adopting a code of ethics for licensed dietitians and dietetic technicians; and Chapter 14:  License Renewal and Continuing Education Requirements; Reinstatement, setting forth the requirements for renewing licenses issued by the board, requirements for continuing education, how to qualify for inactive status, and when an applicant can seek reinstatement of a license that has expired for more than 90 days. 
PUBLIC HEARING: ​N/A. Pursuant to 5 M.R.S. § 8052(1) and § 8053(7)(A), a hearing may be requested by five (5) interested persons by submitting a request in writing to the contact person for this filing.  
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, April 17, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. EST.  Comments may be submitted in writing: (1) by e-mail to Candice Wright at  or (2) by mail to the Board of Licensing of Dietetic Practice, 35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0035.  ​
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Candice B. Wright, Regulatory Board Manager 
35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0035
207-624-8601
207-624-8637
TTY users call Maine relay 711
Candice.B.Wright@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 32 M.R.S. §§ 9904(2), 9907, 9909, 9910, 9913, 9914; 5 M.R.S. §§ 8051, 9001; 10 M.R.S. § 8003(5-A)(D)(4)-(5)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  
 


[bookmark: ][bookmark: ][bookmark: _Hlk124326626][bookmark: _Hlk175658805][bookmark: _Hlk175657783]ADOPTIONS

[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 10, Significant Wildlife Habitat
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-062 (Preliminary adoption of a major substantive rule)

CONCISE SUMMARY: 

This major substantive rulemaking amends Department Rule Chapter 10 to define significant habitat for state endangered and state threatened species and update the provisions governing vernal pools to align with current statutory requirements. A complete copy of the rule may be requested from the agency contact person. 

[bookmark: _Hlk224212641]EFFECTIVE DATE: Not applicable (Preliminary adoption of a major substantive rule)

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Becky Orff	
Agency Name: Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Mailing Address: 353 Water Street, 41 SHS
Telephone Number: 207-287-5202
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 2, Aquaculture Regulations
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-063

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This rulemaking requires a pre-application meeting for an experimental lease application prior to an experimental application being submitted to the Department. The rule also updates the sourcing requirements for Limited Purpose Aquaculture (LPA) licenses to provide consistency with existing regulations, ensure that reliable sources of stock are available for each allowable species, and streamline the LPA sourcing framework. For LPAs, an approved hatchery or facility would be the only authorized source of stock for hard clams, hen clams, Arctic surf clams, soft-shelled clams, razor clams, European oysters, and bay scallops. The rulemaking also clarifies that American oysters, green sea urchins, sea scallops, marine algae, and blue mussels may be sourced either from an approved hatchery or facility or within the same Health Area as the LPA site.  The rule also provides a process for the Department to seek clarification from people who provide comments for experimental leases under certain circumstances. It also makes changes for clarity and consistency with existing law.    

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, March 17, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Deirdre Gilbert
Agency Name: Department of Marine Resources
Mailing Address: 21 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0021
Telephone Number: 207-624-6553
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 32, Eel Regulations (Elver Quota System for the 2026 Season)
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-064

CONCISE SUMMARY: 

This rulemaking establishes the elver quota allocations for the 2026 season for individuals licensed under §§6505-A and 6302-A, and the method of calculating individual elver quota allocations for individuals licensed under §6505-A. The quota for the Passamaquoddy Tribe has been adjusted in accordance with their overage in the 2025 season. 2026 allocations for individuals who held a license in 2025 will be the same as their 2025 allocations, plus any quota associated with licenses not renewed in 2025, or licenses suspended for the duration of the 2026 season, in excess of that which is allocated to new license holders authorized through the lottery, which will be distributed evenly to all existing license holders. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, March 17, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Deirdre Gilbert
Agency Name: Department of Marine Resources
Mailing Address: : 21 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0021
Telephone Number: 207-624-6553
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources 
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 41, Menhaden (2026 Menhaden Season) 
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-065

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This rulemaking specifies effort restrictions for the state allocated menhaden fishery on and after the first Monday of September, annually. Open harvest days are Mondays and Thursdays only, with a daily trip limit of 7,000 pounds, except that pound net, stop seine and fish weirs may harvest seven days a week with a weekly landing limit of 14,000 pounds.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, March 17, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Deirdre Gilbert
Agency Name: Marine Resources
Mailing Address: 21 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333
Telephone Number: (207) 624-6553
Email Address:  
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